
DATES TO REMEMBER   

11-18 Spirit Day/Wear Rainbow Colors 

11-21 PTA Bundt Cake Pick-up 4:30pm 

11-21, 22, 23  Book Fair 

11-23 Spirit Day/Wear Eastlake Colors 

11-23 Half Day/1:00 Dismissal K-5 

11-24, 25  School Closed/Thanksgiving 

11-28 Spirit Day/Wear Pajamas 

12-2 End of 1st Trimester 

12-9 Spirit Day/Wear Eastlake Colors 

12-10  PTA Holiday Shop 9:00am-2:00pm 

12-13 Winter Concert 1:30pm 

Pre-K Half Day Schedule: 

Mrs. Pepe, Miss Plotkin & Mrs. Millar:  

9:00am – 1:00pm 

Ms. Bruss, Ms. DeCaito,  

Miss Fairweather and Ms. Munro:  

AM  9:00am-11:00            

PM  11:00am-1:00pm 

 
Preschool:  Our preschool friends have 
been very busy continuing to learn about 
their new school and friends! After finishing 
up learning about rules and routines we 
spent the month of October learning about 
the season of fall and pumpkins! We learned 
about what is inside a pumpkin and the life 
cycle of a pumpkin! 
 
The pumpkin patch was so much fun and we 
loved seeing all the families come and enjoy 
the beautiful weather with our students! We 
had fun picking pumpkins and taking pic-
tures in the photo frames made by one of 
our preschool teachers, Mrs. Millar! Follow-
ing the pumpkin patch we had Halloween! 
Everyone looked so nice in their costumes! 
We had so much fun at the parade and mak-
ing fun crafts during our classroom parties. 

 

 

Principal’s Message   

Hello Eastlake Community!! 
  
We had an amazing October that included val-
uable lessons in safety from our fire and res-
cue squad departments, and a wonderful Hal-
loween Parade that was fun, enjoyable, and 
WARM for all involved. 
  
November started off FANTASTIC with a Cul-
tural Arts Fair that taught our students about 
Anti-bullying.  We also had a successful 3 days 
of Parent/Teacher conferences.  It was great to 
see the teachers, parents, AND students work-
ing together to move forward with education.   
  
None of these things would have been possible 
if it weren’t for the efforts of the community 
working together.  I would like to thank our 
PTA, our township volunteers and our parent 
volunteers for their efforts that tremendously 
enhanced the school experience for our stu-
dents.    I would also like to advise our parents 
and guardians to have no fear in being a part 
of the amazing things we are doing and plan-
ning here at Eastlake School.  It is a fact that 
when the school and community work together, 
production and potential of the students in-
creases exponentially.  Eastlake School is a 
prime example of that. 
  
Please join us at future PTA meetings and 
functions as these are not only celebrations of 
our Eastlake students, but they are celebra-
tions of our Eastlake community.  Thank you 
so much for your support. 
  
I wish everyone  a Happy Thanksgiving and a 
successful kickoff to the Holiday Season!! 
 
ROAR LIONS ROAR!! See you all soon!! 
 
Sebastian Powell 
Principal 

Eastlake Elementary School 
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Preschool continued: Thank you to all the 
class parents who came and helped out! Our 
pumpkin unit ended with pumpkin math with 
our 4th grade buddies! All of the students had 
such a great time measuring pumpkins with 
links, coloring pumpkins by shapes and num-
ber and we even measured how tall we were 
using pumpkins! Thank you 4th grade for 
coming and spending time with preschool 
friends, we can’t wait to do more fun activi-
ties!  
 
Our preschool students are continuing to 
learn how to be more independent at school. 
Some ways you can continue to help your 
children practice these skills at home are: 
having them put their jackets on and zip them 
(especially now that we are getting into cold-
er weather), having them pick and pack their 
own snack and dressing and undressing 
themselves on their own. Please continue to 
send your child in sneakers daily as we do 
gross motor activities in and out of the class-
room. 
 
As we are getting into cold/flu season, we 
would like to remind parents the importance 
of reminding your child to cough/sneeze into 
their elbow. If your child is not feeling well, 
please keep them home, they must remain 
fever free for 24 hours before returning to 
school. Thank you for your cooperation in 
continuing to keep our students and staff 
healthy! Reading to your child before bed 
each night is a great way to help them wind 
down from the day before turning in for the 
night. It is also a wonderful way to build your 
child's vocabulary and imagination! 
  
  
The Eastlake Preschool Team 
Ms. Bruss, Ms. DeCaito, Miss Fairweather, 
Ms. Munro, Mrs. Millar, Mrs. Pepe, Miss  
Plotkin and Mrs. Rodzen 

 

 

Kindergarten: Happy Fall! Kindergarten has 
been investigating the school trees and col-
lecting leaves in Science. We've noticed that 
leaves can be of different colors, sizes, and 
shapes. Eventually, students will conclude that 
different trees produce different types of 
leaves. Then, we will observe the weather and 
keep a class journal of data.  

In Reading, students will begin to bring home 
1 book a night to read. Because your child is 
still an emergent reader, they won't be able to 
read most words. Encourage them to focus on 
what is happening in the picture and say it out 
loud. Ask them, "Who is doing what?" Then, 
use the beginning sound/letter of the words 
your child said to see if it's printed in the book. 
They're excited to 'read' a word that they pre-
dicted would be on the page. "Reading the 
pictures" is a skill that your child is practicing 
at this time. When we start our 'Reading Super 
Powers' unit, they will acquire more targeted 
decoding skills as it ties in with Phonics les-
sons on letters and their sounds. 

 In Writing, students are drawing with details 
and accuracy- facial features for people, real 
colors, including a background picture, etc. 
They are also labeling their pictures with the 
first letter/sound of the item.  

As we continue talking about the number 10 in 
Math, Kindergarteners will work on finding 
number combinations that make 10. Knowing 
that 5 and 5, 6 and 4, 3 and 7, 2 and 8, 1 and 
9 make 10 will help your child's fluency when 
adding within 10.  

Please work with your children on independent 
skills: zipping up jackets, pulling jacket sleeves 
out, tying shoes, and packing and unpacking 
your own backpack. This will help your child 
expedite the arrival and dismissal routine. 
Thank you for working with your child at 
home.  

Mrs. Canning & Mrs. Leong 
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notebooks. When your child brings home ma-
terials from our different investigations, please 
ask them about their work in class. Finally, 
the colder months are approaching! Please 
help your child with the following skills: Put-
ting on a jacket; zipping and buttoning inde-
pendently. Putting on mittens or gloves inde-
pendently. 
 
Students need to know how to tie their shoes! 
Need some help? Check out this YouTube 
video for a quick and easy technique:https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWM0XHhObLk 
 
As always, thank you for your continued sup-
port. Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing. 
 
Best,  
Mrs. Breiten & Ms. Hebbelinck 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Grade: The leaves have fallen and the 
weather is getting colder, we are warming up with 
knowledge in second grade! We've learned and ap-
plied many different strategies for tricky words and 
author's intentions in Reader's Workshop, and we 
celebrated the students' reading growth. We begin 
our new Non-Fiction unit. In Writer's Workshop, we 
tried craft moves to our small moments and cele-
brated our final published piece writing! We start to 
launch our Non-Fiction writing unit to tie into read-
ing! In Math, we are practicing place value and 
comparing numbers. We wrap up chapter 2 and 
move onto Chapter 3 basic facts! We highly en-
courage using flash cards at home to reinforce their 
basic facts in a snap. In Science, we are investigat-
ing smaller earth materials in our Pebbles, Sand, 
and Silt unit. The children have really enjoyed all 
the hands-on investigations we've been completing 
with  our  rocks.   We  thank   all  the  parents  who  
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First Grade: Dear First Grade Families, 
Thank you for taking the time to meet with 
us during parent/teacher conferences. It 
was a pleasure to meet and discuss your 
child’s progress. As we discussed, we have 
spent a great deal of time focusing on 
classroom routines and getting acclimated 
to the new school year. The students con-
tinue to work hard and taking the time to 
help them adjust, is crucial to their social-
emotional well-being. 
 
Now that students have learned all about 
good reading habits that readers use, we 
are moving on to becoming “‘Word Detec-
tives!” Students will use their word detec-
tive kits to help them learn different strate-
gies. Detectives will learn how to look 
closely to solve tricky words in our texts. Be 
sure to ask them all about the Super Secret 
Detective Agency and their daily missions! 
 
In writing, students have finished writing 
personal narratives. They wrote true stories 
about important events in their lives. We 
are beginning a new unit on “How-To Writ-
ing.” First graders will quickly learn that 
they can use their words to teach others 
how to do different things.  Stay tuned for 
samples of their hard work! 
 
Your mathematicians have been working 
hard to learn all about addition and subtrac-
tion. Most importantly, how to explain their 
thinking when solving a problem. We’ve 
spent several weeks unpacking Math 
Workshop and how to work independently 
in math stations. We’re so proud of the stu-
dents as they become problem solvers and 
develop strategies for addition and subtrac-
tion. Your child will soon bring home math 
facts to practice as part of their weekly 
homework. This will assist them with their 
fact fluency. 
 
Students have been learning all about Air & 
Weather in Science and continue to write 
about their investigations in their science  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWM0XHhObLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWM0XHhObLk


Second grade continued: attended confer-
ences to meet with the 2nd grade teachers to 
discuss their child's progress. We look forward 
to continuing growing together as fall turns into 
winter. 

 

Ms. Gallagher and Ms. Guadagnino 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade: It was so nice meeting with you all 
for conferences.  Third grade continues to be 
hard at work.  Students are excited to move on 
to the next chapter in math which covers under-
standing multiplication.  Students continue to 
strengthen their fluency in addition/subtraction in 
Reflex and will soon be switched over to multi-
plication and division to begin building fluen-
cy.  In language arts, students are tackling more 
challenging text, by figuring out hard words, us-
ing context clues, and making sense of figura-
tive language.  Writing is all about true stories 
and making them the best they can be by using 
interesting words, and transitions, envisioning 
the story and describing it in great detail.   Stu-
dents are busily collaborating in science on in-
vestigations about temperature.  We finished up 
Chapter 1 in social studies and have moved on 
to our next chapter on how towns work.   Please 
continue to have your child read for 30 minutes 
each night and have them practice Reflex at 
home to continue strengthening their fluency.  
 
Ms.  Coen and Mrs.  Pandya  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade: It's the month of giving 
"thanks", and the fourth grade team is 
thankful the kids are into the swing of things 
and working hard! We have been busy in 
writing and reading Workshop working on 
our Realistic Fiction pieces and reading in-
tensely to grow ideas. It's been very fun and 
interesting learning about Engineering in 
science, and the kids did an awesome job 
coming up with improvements for things we 
use in everyday life! We are now on to "Soil, 
Rocks and Landforms" and are having a 
blast learning together in groups hands-on! 
In math, we are still working on factors, as 
well as prime and composite. Please keep 
encouraging your children to study their 
facts daily! It will help tremendously! We are 
just wrapping up Chapter 2. It was wonder-
ful to meet with so many parents at parent-
teacher conferences. Thank you so much 
for playing such an active role in your child's 
learning!   

Ms. Carroll, Mrs. Mastrangelo & Mrs. Schul 
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Fifth Grade: Though it's a short month, 
5th grade is quite busy. Books clubs are all 
the rage as the students continue their 
novel studies. Writing is all about personal 
narratives. The children have selected a 
first time, last time or time when they real-
ized something important to then write a 5 
paragraph essay about.  Be on the lookout 
for their finished product.  We’re sure you’ll 
be taking a walk down memory lane as 
you relive their experience. In math, we will 
be completing our unit on division and 
moving on to decimals. In social studies, 
we will be completing our unit on the rea-
sons why Europeans came to the Ameri-
cas. The students will then be moving on 
to what made the English Colonies grow in 
the new land. The students will explore dif-
ferent aspects of life in the Middle, South-
ern, and New England colonies. In sci-
ence, we have been busy learning all 
about the Earth, Moon, and Sun. The chil-
dren will be researching parts of the solar 
system and then will be presenting their 
research to their classmates.  They also 
will classify planets as terrestrial, gas gi-
ants or part of the Kuiper Belt. In addition, 
students will be organizing planets, and 
asteroids as they relate to the distance 
from the Sun. Before you know it, we will 
be celebrating all that we’re thankful for on 
Thanksgiving Day.  Enjoy the time with 
your family and friends!  

Mrs. Innocent and Mrs. Mizerek 
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Physical Education: Hello Eastlake! I hope eve-
ryone had a safe and fun Halloween. We are now 
approaching the holiday season and we all know 
what that means. Cold weather, snow and eating 
a lot of delicious holiday food. We advise all par-
ents/guardians to encourage their child or chil-
dren to participate in at least 60 minutes of physi-
cal activity everyday. We need to work off all that 
candy we have been eating before stuffing our 
faces with stuffing! To this point, grades 3-5 have 
completed our fitness assessments which include 
a 6 minute jog, push-ups, sit-ups and sit & reach. 
They will be re-evaluated in the spring and the 
goal is to improve in as many areas as possible. 
We also started a soccer unit with all K-5 stu-
dents which will conclude around Thanksgiving. 
As our preschool students go, we are continuing 
to develop our weekly routines, strengthening our 
core/stability muscles and participating in fun skill 
activities.  

Stay active and have fun! 

Matt Stanzione Health/Physical Education  

Teacher 

Art News: To encourage creativity at home, try 
keeping simple crafts materials on hand. Papers, 
markers, colored pencils, scissors and glue are 
all you need to let a little creativity run wild, and 
there are numerous craft kits that you can do to-
gether or your child can do on their own. Take 
advantage of visiting an art museum during 
school breaks, or look into art classes through 
local arts organizations if you want a broader ex-
perience for your child. 

We are taking a break from our Color Unit so that 
we can do a small winter project.  Once we finish, 
hopefully by the first week of December, it will be 
our first project upload to our virtual art gallery at 
Artsonia.com 

Artwork will be displayed throughout the year in 
our online gallery at Artsonia.com.  Parents of 
kindergarten and new students, look for infor-
mation coming home soon that explains how to 
register on the website.  Permission is necessary 
for me to display your child's artwork.  It is a fun 
way for us to display work and share comments. 

Mrs. Gallagher 


